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such as changes in exposure to noise and
changes in level of noise or vibration; water
or air pollution; undesirable land use pat-
terns; impacts on public parks and recre-
ation areas, wildlife and waterfowl refuges,
or historic sites; damage to life systems;
congestion of street traffic in adjacent com-
munities; delays in the provision of essential
services (police, fire, ambulance), antici-
pated changes in accident patterns and other
threats to health; and other consequences
adverse to the environmental goals set out
in section 101(b) of the National Environ-
mental Protection Act, 42 U.S.C. 4331(b). In
considering noise levels, applicants should
note any conflicts between projected noise
levels from rail operations and HUD stand-
ards for noise at sensitive sites, such as
schools, hospitals, parks and residential lo-
cations. (U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development, ‘‘Noise Abatement and
Control: Department Policy Implementing
Responsibilities and Standards,’’ Depart-
mental Circular 1390.2, Chart; External Noise
Exposure Standards for New Construction,
April 4, 1971)

(D) Statement of construction impacts,
identifying any special problem areas and in-
cluding:

(i) Noise impacts from construction and
any specifications setting maximum noise
levels.

(ii) Disposal of spoil and effect on borrow
areas and disposal sites (include any speci-
fications).

(iii) Measures to minimize effects on traf-
fic and pedestrians.

(iv) Consideration of non-point source pol-
lution such as might result from water run-
off.

(E) Statement of any positive or negative
impacts on energy supply and natural re-
source development, including, where appli-
cable, any effect on either the production or
consumption of energy or other natural re-
sources. Discuss such effects if they are sig-
nificant.

(F) Discussion of problems and objections
raised by other Federal, State or local agen-
cies, and citizens with respect to impact of
the project on the environment.

Part III. Discussion of any alternatives to
the project that have been considered with
respect to impact on the environment. If
cost-benefit analyses have been performed,
the extent to which environmental costs
have been reflected in the analysis should be
stated. Underlying studies, reports, and
other information obtained and considered in
preparing each section of the statement
should be identified. For energy compari-
sons, a possible source is Oak Ridge National
Laboratory Report, ‘‘Energy Intensiveness of
Passenger and Freight Transport Modes’’ by
Dr. Eric Hirst, April, 1973. For analyzing
community impacts, the following report
may be useful: ‘‘The Impacts on Commu-

nities of Abandonment of Railroad Service,’’
July, 1975, prepared for the U.S. Railway As-
sociation by the Public Interest Economics
Center, Washington, D.C. In examining the
environmental effects of highway transport
as an alternative to rail service, applicants
may wish to use the following publication:
‘‘A Study of the Environmental Impact of
Projected Increases in Intercity Freight
Traffic, August, 1971, prepared for the Asso-
ciation of American Railroads by Battelle,
Columbus, Ohio.’’

Subpart B—Standards for Mainte-
nance of Facilities by Recipi-
ents of Obligation Guarantees

§ 260.17 Applicability.

This subpart prescribes standards
governing the maintenance of facili-
ties, as defined in subpart A of this
part, that are being acquired, rehabili-
tated, improved, or constructed with
the proceeds of a guaranteed obliga-
tion, by the recipient of such guarantee
for the period during which any portion
of the principal or interest of such obli-
gation remains unpaid.

§ 260.19 Definitions.

The terms defined in subpart A of
this part shall have the same meaning
for the purposes of this subpart that
such terms are given in § 260.3 of this
part.

§ 260.21 Standards.

(a) When the proceeds of an obliga-
tion guaranteed by the Administrator
are used to acquire, rehabilitate, im-
prove or construct track, roadbed, and
related structures, the guarantee re-
cipient shall, as long as any portion of
the principal or interest of such obliga-
tion remains unpaid, maintain such fa-
cilities in at least the highest track
Class, as defined by FRA Track Safety
Standards in part 213 of this chapter, as
that Class in which the rehabilitated,
improved, acquired, or constructed
track is to be operated upon comple-
tion of the project for which the obliga-
tion was guaranteed unless a waiver is
granted in accordance with § 260.25.

(b) When the proceeds of an obliga-
tion guaranteed by the Administrator
are used in facilities, including those
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